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at heart The real difficult} was that some people had failed to form
the correct ideu of his worth for his ideals were very high and far in
advance of time.

He cave his people peace and order which enabled them to pur-
sue their"vocations most peacefully and thus improved their economic
condition. To give hh> people equal justice he reformed the law
courts and removed their grave defects. To wipe off illiteracy and
ignorance from among his people he founded a large number of
.schodb and also the University of Durham. Learning and literature
were encouraged and great writers patronized. To improve the so-
cial condition"of his people he removed evils prevalent in the socie-
ty and thus raised the social and moral standard of his people. Every
branch of life even the Church received his full attention for reform;
a number of church reforms were introduced and the corrupt and
morally degnided clergy who constituted a menace to the Church
were removed from their posts.

In some respects Cromwell's rule was as despotic as that of
Charles I but still there was no revolution in his time. The reason
for thi< is not far to seek, Charles was all evil and vice. He was-
all despotism and had no good traits of character. Cromwell though
despot was decidedly a far better ruler than Charles. Cromwell was
a despot, no doubt, bul his despotism was of a far nobler type, since
he alwavs aimed at the good of his people and the constant motto
before him was 'to strive for the well-being of the people.' Crom-
well was a great administrator, statesman and patriot and a person
who had always the good of his people at heart and who did so much
to improve the condition of his people.

It has been correctly remarked that his greatness at home was
a mere shadow of his greatness abroad. It is really true that Crom-
well's foreign policy was most vigorous, energetic and successful and
made England a great power and thus the glory and greatness which
Cromwell achieved for himself and his country was far greater than
his success and achievement at home. (For this please study his for-
eign policy in the next answer and it *will help us to know that the
greatness which Cromwell achieved at home was insignificant as com-
pared to greatness he won abroad). Some persons consider his home
policy a failure for he ruled like a military despot and cared neither
for the wishes of the Parliament nor those of his people. He was:
well-intentioned and his ideas were so high and noble that the masses
were unable to appreciate them.

His Religious Policy. He was a devout Christian and feared God.
His two objectives were popular government and freedom of reli-
gion. A man of intense religious feelings, he looked upon all he did,
due to God's providence. He prepared the ground for religious tol-
eration. He gave liberty of worship to all religious sects except the
Catholics, Practically all the Puritan sects .were tolerated. The 'So-
ciety of Friends' also known as the 'Quakers' was founded under him
and it made a nice contribution to the spiritual life of the country.
Even the Jews were free to worship as they liked and were allowed